»;: PARISH OF ST JOHN XXIII, PRESTON
‘m St Joseph’s and English Martyrs’ Churches

Incorporating the districts of St Augustine, English Martyrs, St Ignatius, St Joseph & St Teresa

25™" October 2026 Thirtieth Week of the Year [A]
Time Church
Sunday 25" October 5.30-5.50pm SJ Sacrament of Penance [Confessions]
Thirtieth Sunday of the Year 6.00pm SJ Vigil Mass | Pro Populo
Special Collection: 11.15am SJ Mass| Eddy Curzon
Sick & Retired Priests 4.00pm SJ Rosary & Benediction
4.30-4.50pm SJ Sacrament of Penance [Confessions]
5.00pm Mass | Thanksgiving
**Return of Sacramental Forms Deadline**
Monday 26" October 6.00-6.20pm EM Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Sts Chad & Cedd 6.30pm EM Mass| Special Intention
Tuesday 27" October 9.00-9.20am SJ Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Votive of the Holy Apostles 9.30am SJ Mass | Special Intention
Wednesday 28" October 10.30am SJ Requiem Mass| William (Bill) Jones
Sts Simon & Jude
Thursday 29" October 11.30am SJ Requiem Mass| Fred Cavies
of 30" week of the year
Friday 30™ October 4.00pm SJ Wedding| Mark Mason & Natalie Whalley
Votive of the Passion 6.00-6.20pm SJ Exposition & Sacrament of Penance
6.30pm SJ Mass | Katy, Gail, Philip
Saturday 31°% October 9.30am SJ Mass | Mary Mongan
Our Lady on Saturdays 10.-10.30am SJ Exposition & Sacrament of Penance
5.30-5.50pm SJ Sacrament of Penance [Confessions]
6.00pm SJ Vigil Mass | Pro Populo
Sunday 1°** November 11.15am SJ Mass | John & Cleo LaRocque 30™ Anniv
All Saints 12.15pm SJ Children’s Catechesis in War Memorial
4.00pm SJ Rosary & Benediction
4.30-4.50pm SJ Sacrament of Penance [Confessions]
5.00pm SJ Mass | Margaret Eileen Jeffery Brown
EM = English Martyrs [PR1 1NA] SJ = St Joseph [PR1 5UQ]

ST SIMON AND ST JUDE
This Wednesday, we honour Simon the Zealot and Jude Thaddaeus, the Church commemorates them together
as tradition holds that they were Martyred together and their remains rest together in St Peter in Rome.
Simon, listed eleventh among the Twelve, is called "Cananaeus"—not from Cana but from the Hebrew word for
zeal, marking him as a man of passionate conviction. Jude, also called Thaddaeus, emerges briefly at the Last
Supper to ask Jesus a profound question: “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the
world?" [John 14, 22] Jude is invoked as patron saint of desperate and lost causes.
Before choosing these men and their fellow apostles, Jesus spent the entire night in prayer. For Jesus this was
essential before making a momentous decision that would shape his ministry and ultimately the Church itself.
As St Augustine teaches, "Prayer is the foundation of the spiritual life.” Jesus demonstrates that significant
choices demand spiritual grounding. Jesus could have selected the Twelve people impulsively, relying on first
impressions or human wisdom. Instead, he sought to leave us a significant pattern and example to seek our
heavenly Father's guidance through sustained prayer. Augustine adds that "God provides the wind, but man
must raise the sails." Jesus shows us how: through prayerful reflection before action.
In our hurried, action-packed culture, busyness can be mistaken for productivity. However, Christ reveals that
time spent in prayer is not wasted—it is the foundation of wise action. After a night of contemplation, Jesus
was able to minister with clarity and power. His effective action flowed directly from contemplative
preparation. True discernment requires stillness before God. Simon and Jude were chosen in this way, a
pattern for their ministry as active missionaries. All they faithfully lived, preached, and established had to be
grounded in prayer and discernment to direct their zeal and share the answer of Christ to the questions found
deep in the human soul.




OUR PRAYERS
We pray for all our sick and housebound
parishioners and those who care for them. We also
pray for all the lately dead: Fred Cavies, Ernest
Cousins, William Jones, and all whose
anniversaries occur at this time: Clair Crewe, Noel
Sutton, and Pauline Horsfield.

PARISH CENSUS

If you are still to complete a new parish census
form, please do so. These forms are found in the
Church porch or on our website. You may share this
with neighbours and relations who are lapsed
within the parish for them to complete their record
on our census, post copies through their doors — a
gentle ‘hint’ for Catholics to come home!

FIRST CONFESSION &
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2027
CONFIRMATION 2027
For those families with children who are currently
considering their child/young person’s readiness to
continue in their sacramental preparation, the
deadline to return application forms to the parish is
this Sunday, 25" October 2026.
1%t Confession & 1% Holy Communion - for
children at least 8 years old [school year 4+].
Confirmation — for young people aged 10-14
years old [school years 6-8]. The numbers, so
far, suggest deferring Confirmation for a year.

OCTOBER - MONTH OF THE ROSARY
Being the month dedicated to Our Lady of the Most
Holy Rosary, do make a special effort to pray the
Rosary. Making time for prayer we say is always
difficult, perhaps you could pray it taking a walk, as
you drive or do household chores. Perhaps, you
could have a gathering with friends or family this
month and include the Rosary. The simplicity of the
prayer is given to us to bring the mysteries of Christ
and the prayers of Our Lady into all that we do.

ROSARY FOR THE FAMILY
Perhaps you could join the on-line Rosary for Voice
of the Family on Zoom, 7.45pm every evening.
Accessed from: www.voiceofthefamily.com

*ALL SAINTS - CHILDREN’S CATECHESIS*
Next Sunday to celebrate All Saints, Fr Etienne
would like to invite children to stay for a short
catechesis after 11.15 Mass in the War Memorial
Chapel. Come with stories of your favourite saints!

NOVEMEBER & THE HOLY SOULS
‘SOUL LIGHTS’

Our important November custom is to have a
candle lit for deceased loved ones on All Souls and
for this candle to be kept burning for the following
five days. These ‘Soul Lights’ can be purchased
from St Joseph’s Holy Shop for £2.50 each and will
be lit at the St Joseph’s Altar.

NOVEMBER LISTS

November List Envelopes, completed and placed in
our ‘Holy Souls’ box, will be moved to the
Sanctuary on All Souls Day [Monday 2" November]
to remain there throughout the month of November.
Money enclosed will be used for Holy Souls Masses.
N.B: For Masses to be offered specifically for your
deceased loved one/s please use Mass envelopes.

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD
& THE BLESSING OF GRAVES

You are invited to join our Annual Prayers for the

Dead; this will include the Blessing of Graves:

e Wednesday 4" November, at 11.30am at
Preston Cemetery (Meet inside the gates on
Miller Road - ‘Newer Section’). Blessing the
graves of our priests and or your family graves.

e Thursday 5" November, at 2.00pm - Holy Souls
Service at St Augustine’s school.

e Tuesday 10" November, at 2.00pm -
Remembrance Service at St Ignatius, with
prayers at the War Memorial.

e Wednesday 11" November, at 2.00pm at
Preston Cemetery [by the Cemetery Office, off
New Hall Lane], with school children.

THINKING OF BEING A PRIEST?
Come to a Day of Discernment, for young single
men [16+] to consider the Priesthood: Next
Saturday, 31°* October, 10am - 3.30pm at Lancaster
Cathedral [LA1 3BT]. Contact the Vocations
Director: heather.watts@lrcd.org.uk.

MATER ECCLESIAE - Multi-Academy Trust
Parents who may be considering applying for
places in our parish schools must make sure to
complete the school’s Supplementary Information
Form (SIF). This enables the school to apply its
admissions criteria for admitting
Catholic Children. Scan the QR code to
visit the Multi-Academy Trust’s
admission page which directs you to
our various parish schools.

The Catholic Parish of St John XXIII, Preston

www.stjohnxxiiipreston.com

Parish Priest: Fr Daniel Etienne | Email: daniel.etienne@lrcd.org.uk

St Joseph’s Presbytery, Caroline Street, Preston, PR1 5UY
Email: stjohnxxiii.preston@Ircd.org.uk Telephone: [01772] 796053

Parish Safeguarding Representative: Anthony Sudell: anthony.sudell@lrcd.org.uk 07948 493237
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